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Treasure 

 
It’s not uncommon for a New Church person to come across yet another reminder of the 

importance of reading the Word. It’s not uncommon to hear ministers exhort, “Let [a person] read the Word 
every day, one or two chapters” (Apocalypse Explained §803.2). Sometimes we come upon these reminders 
while doing our daily reading, in which case we have an opportunity to feel good about ourselves. Often, though, 
they’re sources of lingering, nagging guilt. It is not always easy to read the Word. It takes work to establish any 
habit—and above and beyond that, the Word can be hard to understand. Many portions of it are dense and 
obscure to the point of seeming like no source of spiritual light at all. Even the Writings—within which, we’re 
told, shine the light of the Lord’s ultimate revelation—can seem unintelligible. Sometimes the pithy quotes we 
see on motivational posters feel more inspiring than the things we read in the Word. 

The Lord knows that this is so. When we read something in the Old Testament and understand 
none of it, He’s not looking down on us and frowning, not hovering like an irritated teacher anxious to move on 
to the next lesson. When we go to Arcana Coelestia to learn the internal sense of a passage we didn’t 
understand, and find what feels like a faint thread of truth that we can barely keep track of amidst all the terms 
and details, we aren’t doing something wrong. The Lord only expects us to understand so much. The Word is the 
way it is in large part because it was written not just for us, but also for people far, far wiser than we are. We’re 
told: 

The internal sense of the Word is especially for the angels, and is therefore 
adapted to their perceptions and thoughts. They are in their delights—indeed, in 
their blessedness and happiness—when they are thinking about the Lord, His 
Divine and His Human, and how the Human was made Divine; for they are 
encompassed with a celestial and spiritual sphere which is full of the Lord, so that 
it may be said that they are in the Lord. (Arcana Coelestia §2551) 
We can take this a couple of ways. On the face of it, this passage says that the internal sense of 

the Word is especially for angels—so it’s not especially for us. So if we don’t get it, should we be surprised? This 
teaching is an exoneration, of sorts. It means we don’t have to worry very much about all the stuff that we 
clearly don’t understand. 

 But it also means that the Word is a treasure trove. The treasure is there, whether we see it or 
not. The same passages that we stumble on—the same concepts that slip away again and again from our clumsy 
comprehension—are, to the angels, filled with light. They are holy. They encompass the angels in a blessed 
sphere, a sphere that is filled with the Lord’s presence. Their delight and their enlightenment are simultaneous 
with our obscure ideas. We’re told, “When the Word of the Lord is being read by someone who loves the Word 
and lives in charity…it is presented by the Lord before the angels in such beauty and in such pleasantness…that 
every particular is perceived as if it had life” (Arcana Coelestia §1767). When we go to the Word, our sight of the 
truth—however dim and inexpert it may be—echoes in the kingdom of heaven. Only the eyes and minds of the 
angels are not limited by natural things, as ours are. Where we see grainy shadows and perhaps the faintest 



 

glow, they see flashes of the glory and the intricacy of the grandest patterns. They behold intimations of the 
most profound truths: the transformation of something human into something Divine; the form of a God who is 
Human and Divine; the conjunction of creation with its Creator. 

When we hold the Word in our hands, we are holding these treasures. When we read the Word, 
we are brushing these treasures with our fingertips, though we don’t know what we’re feeling and our eyes see 
nothing we recognize. We can choose to take joy in this, even if it’s obvious to us—sometimes painfully 
obvious—that we can’t fully appreciate these treasures ourselves. Creation is so much bigger than we are; the 
Word serves so much more than our own minds. When we read the Word, we share something with heaven: 

The Word in the letter is like a casket in which precious stones, pearls, and diadems 
lie in order. When a person regards the Word as holy, and reads it with a view to 
the uses of life, his thoughts may be compared to those of a person who takes such 
a casket in his hand and sends it upward to heaven. In its ascent it opens, and its 
precious contents reach the angels, who are deeply delighted as they see and 
examine them. Their delight is communicated to the person, and effects an 
affiliation and a sharing of perceptions. (True Christian Religion §238) 
Of course, our comprehension of the Word does count for something. The Lord wrote the Word 

for the angels, but He also wrote it so that we might know how to become angels. Among other reasons, the 
Word was written because, “it is necessary that there should be heavenly truths somewhere, by which people 
may be instructed” (Arcana Coelestia §1775). It is necessary that we, on earth, learn from the Word. Some of us 
may have been taught that angels receive more when children read the Word than when adults do, because 
children read in simplicity and in innocence, whereas adults attempt to comprehend, and their clumsy efforts 
intrude upon what the angels receive. This idea has some basis in revelation (see Spiritual Experiences §859). 
But, it can leave us with the false impression that we shouldn’t try to understand the Word, because it’s not our 
place to understand and it doesn’t help anyway. What we’re actually taught is that, “angels have a better and 
fuller understanding of the internal sense of the Word when very young boys and girls are reading it than when 
adults do so with whom there is no faith grounded in charity” (Arcana Coelestia §1776). It’s not the effort to 
understand, per se, that intrudes upon the angels’ enlightenment, but an approach to the Word that lacks 
reverence and belief and any willingness to do something with what is commanded there. This is obvious, 
really—of course if we go to the Word with no faith and no charity, we share little to nothing with the angels. 

We will never understand everything we read in the Word. Instead, if we go to it humbly, we will 
find in it the things that we need. Everything necessary for our salvation has been made plain there (Doctrine of 
the Sacred Scripture §55). The rest is veiled, but veiled treasure is treasure still. There is life within the Word that 
we cannot see while we live in this world. But in our own dim way, we can engage with it nonetheless. “[I]f the 
Word is read even by a little child, the Divine things therein are perceived by the angels” (Arcana Coelestia 
§2899). So, “let [everyone] read the Word every day, one or two chapters” (Apocalypse Explained 803.2). 

 
Rev. Jared Buss 

From the Pastor 
 

Well, with this being the May issue, we must assume spring is actually part of the news to 
post in the Chatterbox, because April seemed more like March, except it came in like a lion, and then 
roared again, and left like a lion.  

Our episcopal visit from Bishop and Mrs. Keith was not at all what we had hoped for. After 
they arrived Friday afternoon, it was great that they got to attend the very successful Olivet School Open 
House, the French Show, and the puppet performance. At that time, they were able to meet and greet 
many school families and others who also turned out for that evening’s activities. The next morning, the 
joint committees of the Olivet Board and Pastor’s Council had the opportunity to meet with the Bishop; 
however, the weather did not cooperate from that morning onward. We cancelled the open house Gwenda 
and I had planned for that afternoon, and as bad turned to worse, the only prudent choice for Sunday 
seemed to be to cancel church and have everyone stay safely at home, given Environment Canada had 
posted both a freezing rain warning and a high wind warning early that morning. Later that day, a third 



 

warning for potential flooding when the ice pellets turned to rain went into effect further confirming that 
the outside was fit for neither man nor beast.  

The Keiths’ plane did not end up being cancelled until midmorning Sunday, which meant all 
the people with earlier cancellations were already in line to get the next flight out, and Brian and 
Gretchen’s first available flight was for Tuesday morning. This was unacceptable given the Bishop’s 
schedule, so we managed to find a rental car available Sunday afternoon, and the Keiths took off from 
Toronto and made it safely into New York that evening, and then to Bryn Athyn by midday Monday.  

So much for the drama of traveling north even in what would generally be considered a safe 
period for travel! I will return to the Board and Pastor’s Council with follow-up discussions based on my 
Professional Development Review with the Bishop in my upcoming meetings with those bodies. 

As for other developments this month, we are gearing up for events associated with the end 
of the Olivet School Year as we host the Olivet School Music Night on Wednesday, May 16. 
  New events and activities:  

Welcome Rev. Mark Pendleton! You will see elsewhere that we will also be hosting another 
event at the end of the month, but this is a new activity, not a traditional one. Rev. Mark Pendleton with be 
visiting that last weekend in May and offering a Saturday workshop, as well as preaching at Olivet on 
Sunday May 27. See Jared’s article introducing it and inviting us to attend. 
  Welcome Narcotics Anonymous (NA) “Hunger For Healing”! And speaking of hosting events, 
Olivet has been hosting Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meetings for over 30 years on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and now we will add a Friday 12-Step NA group. AA, as you may know, is a recovery program and fellowship 
based on principles taken from the Word, with significant New Church influences. From its beginning in 
1935, AA’s success has led to the development of more than 200 other kinds of recovery fellowships. Since 
AA focuses exclusively on recovery from addiction to alcohol, people with other kinds of addictions have 
formed new groups to deal with their form of the disease. Having begun in 1953, NA does not focus on any 
one substance but on the disease of addiction itself. We have an addiction crisis on our hands in Canadian, 
and especially Toronto, society. Particularly, we are experiencing an opioid crisis. When approached by this 
group asking if we could host a much needed Friday evening meeting, I considered the request with 
Pastor’s Council, the Board, school faculty, the Forward Sons, the Kipling AA group, and our security guard 
Ivan Jutras. We have the free time and space. The group will use the hall or use the library when the Sons 
hold their monthly meetings.  

For some further ideas on this subject, see Rev. Chuck Blair’s article in the current issue of 
New Church Life on ways his congregation is serving this need.  
From the NA Basic Text, p. xv: 

“The Twelve Steps of Narcotics Anonymous, as adapted from AA, are the basis of 
our recovery program. We have only broadened their perspective. We follow the 
same path with a single exception; our identification as addicts is all-inclusive in 
respect to any mood-changing, mind-altering substance. ‘Alcoholism’ is too limited 
a term for us; our problem is not a specific substance, it is a disease called 
‘addiction.’” 

 
Michael 

From the Assistant to the Pastor 
  
 It just so happens that I will be out of town every Sunday in May. At the beginning of the 
month, I’ll be travelling down to Sarver, Pennsylvania, for a GCIC-sponsored teen weekend. If you happen to 
be teenager who might like to be a part of this weekend—or if you happen to know such a teen—it’s not 
too late! You’ll find more information further on in this newsletter, or you can simply contact me (647-677-
2600) or Naomi Reid.  



 

 On the Sundays following the Sarver trip, I’ll be preaching in Dawson Creek, in Parry Sound, 
and at the Carmel New Church. While I’m at Carmel, the Rev. Mark Pendleton will be here in Toronto—he 
will be offering a workshop on repentance and life change, called “Begin a New Life,” to the congregation 
and the wider community on Saturday, May 26, and he’s kindly agreed to preach here the next day. 
 I hope you enjoy a glorious (and truly spring-like) month! 
 
Rev. Jared Buss 

From the Principal  
 

Perhaps you have heard by now that our own grade 3 and 4 teacher, Britteny Wilson, was 
baptized into the New Church on Tuesday, April 17. Rev. Michael Cowley performed a moving ceremony 
with all the school kids and quite a few supportive society members in attendance. Britteny chose to honour 
Sara Gatti and me by asking us to stand with her. By this gesture, she was acknowledging the spiritual 
support and guidance that led her to baptism and her desire to not only continue to learn and grow within 
the New Church, but also within the ever-widening circle of friends she has found here since she first 
arrived.   

Following the baptismal service, we met in the hall for 
refreshments provided and served by a solid circle of Olivet friends. 
Everyone enjoyed the variety of fruit, cheese, crackers, cake, and 
drinks. 

We had a wonderful Open House on the April 13! The 
magazine Snap’d sent a photographer and his photos can be seen 
online here: https://etobicoke.snapd.com/events/view/1132550. There 
was an excellent write-up of our event, and it is worth quoting; 

“On April 13, Olivet School hosted an open house for 
parents who were interested in enrolling their kids at one of the oldest 
and most trusted schools in Etobicoke. Parents had the opportunity to 
walk about the different 
rooms and got to know 
the teachers as well as 
the school’s curriculum. 
Teachers including 

Britteny, Elaine, Laura, and Rachel (music teacher) offered 
visiting parents and their kids a tour of the school. The open 
house featured a French performance by Olivet students at 
6:15pm and a puppeteer performance of Robin Hood & The 
Dragon by Applefun Puppetry at 7:00pm! Reverend Michael 
and his assistant Jared took care of the audio and made sure 
that the sound was perfect. Light refreshments and snacks were served for the attendees at the end of the 
event. For more information, visit olivetschool.ca” 

It remains to be seen if our efforts will bring registrations. We have had enquiries, but it is 
too early to make predictions for next year’s enrollment. 

On a sad note, I must inform you that our intrepid music teacher, Rachel Hasen, has given 
her notice and will not be returning to teach at Olivet next school year. I know you will join me in wishing 
her all the best at her newly extended position at Kingsway College School. In her message to the faculty, 
Rachel wrote in such a heartfelt manner that this is worth sharing some of that with you: 
Dear friends, 

The Olivet School has been such a warm work haven for me for so many years, it’s with a 
heavy heart I’m writing to let you know that following a painful decision process I will not be returning to 
teach at Olivet in the fall. 

https://etobicoke.snapd.com/events/view/1132550
http://olivetschool.ca/


 

Please accept my deepest gratitude for the tremendous support, help and friendship received 
from you all over the years. I have so many highlights to look back on, none of which would have been 
possible without Olivet’s fantastic faculty team. 

I plan to stay in touch going forward and look forward to seeing what new and exciting 
musical adventures Olivet’s new music teacher takes you on! 
With sadness and love, Rachel 

It came to my attention this month that some clarification is needed around the position of 
principal. I was approached with the concern that I would leave before a solid replacement could be found; 
this is not the case. While I need to think about retirement and make plans for that—not getting any 
younger, you know—I have agreed to stay on to ensure the school is in capable hands. I truly understand 
the importance of leaving this school in the hands of someone who understands what is needed and can 
maintain the momentum we are gathering.  

We have been moving forward with the selection of the new playground equipment to 
replace old “Oliver” the tractor. After sending out an email invitation to participate in the process to faculty 
and Sunday school teachers, and putting announcements in the Olivet Weekly, we have a combination of 
faculty and school parents who expressed an interest in being part of the process. We have been perusing 
the catalogues and making a wish list. In order to make this into a shortlist, we are making some selections 
based on what we already have, space restrictions, age range for which the equipment is suitable, and 
price. There are a number of steps we need to take in order to follow ministry protocol, so this will not be a 
speedy process. Although we have actually passed the catalogue stage, please let me know ASAP if you are 
interested in seeing one.  

The invitation is still open to anyone who would like to come out to Monday evening yoga 
from 7 pm to 8 pm. It is drop in, “pay as you go,” and the price is $10.00 per one-hour session—use the 
school door, please. The hope is that people will see this as an opportunity to enjoy some exercise and 
fellowship in the church building. 

Attention: A school parent volunteer turned over the salt-damaged soil adjacent to the 
parking/play lot. He covered it with fresh soil and grass seeds. We need to refrain from walking on this area 
for the next several weeks. Hopefully the grass will grow! 
 
Gabriele Pulpan 

The “Olivet NewChurch Video” YouTube Channel 
    

I would like to announce that we have started to livestream services. If you miss the 
livestream, don’t worry, as YouTube uploads the live feed to our channel for later viewing. I plan to 
also keep putting up edited videos of the sermon and children’s talk. 

The other day, somebody asked me about analytics on our channel. YouTube provides 
some analytics on views and view times and geography. Interestingly, I looked at views by geography 
for 2017 and found the following countries besides Canada and the USA with more than two views: 
South Africa, the UK, India, Sweden, Singapore, Kenya, Nigeria, Poland, Australia, and Norway. There 
were another 12 with 1 one or two quick views. 

Again, I would like to put it out there that if there is anyone who would like to 
participate in this use to please let me know.  

If anyone has any questions or suggestions, or needs help with accessing our channel, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
       
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 



 

Begin a New Life 
 

Four Universal Steps of Life Change and Spiritual Transformation 
A One-Day Workshop 

 
On Saturday, May 26, the Olivet New Church will host a public workshop on the subject of 

repentance. Repentance is a four-step process of life change and spiritual transformation that exists within 
the New Church and which bridges across all faiths and cultures. If you’ve ever had a significant change that 
you’ve wanted to make in your life, and you either haven’t made it yet or you haven’t made it as fully as you 
might wish, then this workshop is for you. Or, if you'd simply like to discover an effective program for 
making any life change that you want or need to make, then this workshop can help. The workshop is a full-
day event, with final registration at 8:00 am and the workshop running from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. Cost for 
the workshop is $20 (free for students currently attending a post-secondary institution), payable by cash or 
cheque. Cheques can be made out to Olivet New Church. You will need to sign up by May 24 to receive 
materials for the event. Snacks will be provided. Lunch will be bring-your-own or order in. All proceeds go 
toward the cost of the workshop. The presenter is Mark Pendleton, developer of the program. For more 
information, or to pre-register, please contact Jared Buss at (416) 239-3054 or at 
jared.buss@olivetnewchurch.org. We look forward to seeing you on May 26. 
 

Olivet Easter Flower Donation – April 1, 2018 

Olivet has a longstanding tradition for families to buy and bring cut or potted flowers to beautify 
the chancel during the service every Easter Sunday. Just before the service starts, there is a long procession of 
people carrying lovely flowers to the front of the church. After the 
service, the flowers are then taken and distributed to various 
places. This year, the cut flowers were put in the office so the staff 
and students can enjoy their beauty throughout the following 
week. The potted flowers were donated to the Jean Tweed 
Residence (an addiction recovery live-in centre) and Women’s 
Habitat (a centre for abused women and children). Both social 
agencies were very grateful to receive the Easter flower donation. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed flowers to help these 
worthy causes.           

New Church Vineyard 
 

General Church Education has completely remodeled the New Church Vineyard website. By 
popular request, the site now provides one central location for New Church educational resources, offering 
more than 4,500 activities, projects, readings, and videos for all ages. We are continually adding materials 
and have created a “subscribe” feature to let you know about some of our resources a few times a month. 
We invite you to sign up at: https://www.newchurchvineyard.org/subscribe/ 

   

Looking for Work  
 
***Article removed for privacy reasons.  Please contact the office for a full copy of the Chatterbox*** 

 
 
 

https://www.newchurchvineyard.org/subscribe/


 

Contribution Shortfall Warning 
 

For the last five years we have set a goal of $100,000 for general contributions. We have met 
or exceeded that goal in every previous year. This year’s goal of $100,000 is in danger of falling alarmingly 
short. Using the average donation per month to the end of March, the projection for general contributions by 
the end of the fiscal year (June 30th) is $75,589. This would be a 25% drop.  

I would like to remind everyone of the many ways we have to accept your offering.  
1.  Weekly offering envelopes. I would like to remind everyone that if you write a cheque please make it out 
to “Olivet Church of the New Jerusalem”. 
2.  Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT; direct transfer from your bank account). This is processed on the 1st, 8th, 
15th and 22nd of the month. 
3.  Credit card. This is processed on the 10th of every month. 
4.  Payroll deduction for Olivet employees only. 
  
Treasurer 

You are invited to a “Ladies Night Out” Craft and Social Event! 
 

Theme: Creating seasonal fairy gardens  
Highlights: 

 

¶ Create a spring or winter fairy garden  
¶ Enjoy homemade desserts & punch 

 

Date: Saturday, May 12, 2018 

Time: 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm 

Location: 279 Burnhamthorpe Road 
(Olivet Church) 
Cost: $20.00 per person.* Please pay 
when you confirm your interest in 
attending and let me know which 
season you would like to design. 
To reserve your space please contact 
contact@olivetnewchurch.org   
*Any profits from the event will be 

donated to Olivet New Church and School. 

 
Kitchen 

 
Friends! I am now in charge of the Olivet Kitchen. If you have needs, concerns or 

comments for me, let me have them! Email, or phone, or catch me in person! 
 
***Name removed for privacy reasons.  Please contact the office for a full copy of the Chatterbox*** 

 
 
 

Olivet Job Opportunity 

mailto:contact@olivetnewchurch.org


 

 

Part-time teacher, music 

Olivet School has a job opening for the position of music teacher for the 2018/19 school year. This is a 
part-time position, running from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019.  
 

Key responsibilities and expectations include but are not limited to the following: 
¶ Planning and conducting balanced program activities  
¶ Teaching skills and concepts consistent with the written curriculum of Ontario, paired with 

Olivet’s curricular goals  
¶ Establishing and enforcing classroom-level rules  
¶ Instructing students and adapting to students’ varying needs 

¶ Observing, evaluating, and documenting children's performance and behaviour in music 

¶ Providing variety of materials/resources for children to explore, manipulate, and use 

¶ Conferring with parents or guardians 

¶ Managing the music program’s budget 
¶ Attending school-related music events outside of regular school hours 

¶ Planning and initiating special enrichment field trips and programs related to music, including 
regular opportunities for performance 

 

Key qualifications and educational requirements: 
¶ Prior music teaching experience essential, ideally including very young children 

¶ Orff training preferable (at least AQ Level II) 

¶ Choral training including piano accompaniment (min. Level 6) 
¶ Kodaly training a plus 

¶ English language skills important 
 

Candidates should submit the following: 
¶ resume 

¶ cover letter 

 

Contract commitment: 
¶ This position entails 4-5 instructional hours and prep time over two days/week, + performances 

 

How to apply  
For a detailed description of responsibilities and/or to apply, please contact Val Younan at 
val.younan@olivetnewchurch.org, by May 25, 2018. A vulnerable sector check screening will be 
required.  

 
As we say goodbye to our heavy psalmodies… 

 

As we say goodbye to our heavy psalmodies, we will not forget C. J. Whittington, who was 
the author and driving force behind printing this book, which was used on Sundays for over a century. 
Whittington is also represented in our present liturgy—there are at least 20 compositions by him. We 
frequently sing #1100, “What Shall we Render” and #1106, “Pray for the Peace.” He also wrote one of the 
tunes to “Our Glorious Church.” There are still four psalms of his in the present liturgy. His legacy lives on.  

C.J. Whittington was the organist for a Conference Church in London, England, but at some 
point he changed to the General Church. He was a successful businessman, and his money built Michael 
Church on Burton Road, Brixton, London, which is still in use today.  

mailto:val.younan@olivetnewchurch.org


 

The Right Reverend E. C. Bostock (grandfather of Gerry Bostock, husband of Olivet’s own 
Joyce Zorn) brought Whittington’s psalms to Bryn Athyn from the United Kingdom as soon as they were 
printed. They were diligently practiced on Friday nights after the supper and sung for church on Sundays in 
Bryn Athyn. In addition to Olivet in Toronto, other societies around the world practiced Whittington’s 
psalms, including the one in Colchester, England.  

These memories surfaced when I came upon Reginald, Olive, and Gord Anderson’s 
embossed copies of Psalm books as they were being prepared for shipment to Craig Anderson (only 
grandson and son) in North Bay. 

 
Rachel Morley 

 

Summary of the Young Adults Social Event – March 24-2018 

 
For the past nine sessions, Rev. Michael Cowley and Rev. Jared Buss have led discussions 

based on the Ten Commandments, which were given by the Lord to help people learn how to love the 
Him and other people and live a life on this earth that will eventually get them to heaven. We looked at 
both the natural and spiritual implications of each of these commandments and how they apply to our 
lives. I found each of these discussion sessions both interesting and useful.  

Going forward, we are changing the topic to “developing good and healthy relationships 
with others.” Both Rev. Cowley and Rev. Buss will be leading these discussions and will consider this 
topic from both natural and spiritual perspectives. Rev. Cowley started this series on Saturday, March 
24 at 7:00 pm at the Olivet Church. A total of eighteen people attended this event.  

We started the evening by doing a warmup exercise in which everyone got the chance to 
introduce themselves and say something about what they are doing now and what they hope to be 
doing next year. Everyone was also asked to share something about a positive relationship that they 
had observed in someone else’s interactions with others. This got us starting to think about the topic. 
After this, two of the participants (Caelan and Annie), played a lovely guitar duet.  

Because not everyone had arrived yet, we decided to eat dinner before continuing the 
discussion. The dinner consisted of delicious, authentic Indian food and desserts. After dinner, we went 
back upstairs and Rev. Cowley introduced the topic of relationships. He covered helpful ideas that have 
been scientifically researched around the things that people do to form and maintain successful 
marriages. There was a list of seven of the most common things that people do. Some of the positive 
things that people do are to openly show “fondness and admiration” for each other, turn toward their 
partner when speaking instead of turning away, and accept their influence in your life.  

Rev. Cowley also listed the four most common things people do that create division in a 
marriage. He let us know that when people are critical, defensive, have contempt, or emotionally block 
the other person out of their lives (stonewalling) and do these behaviours repeatedly, there is a very 
high probability that their marriage (or friendship) will break down. He also pointed out the difference 
between a legitimate complaint, which can be worded to not be hurtful, and criticism, which is 
destructive. 

After this useful information and discussion session was finished, Justine Buss led a 
number of fun group games downstairs. It was at this point that I felt I should start cleaning up the 
kitchen. From the sounds of the constant laughter that I could hear over the noise of the dishwasher, I 
knew everyone was having a great time! 

After the games were done, most of the young adults and teens stayed around to 
socialize and play table tennis or basketball. I let the group know that the next social, a backyard BBQ, 
will be held at the Reids’ home on May 26, 2018.  



 

Although some of the people who attend these social events are members of the Olivet 
society, there are others who attend who are not members of the Olivet Church and may or may not be 
connected with other church organizations. I appreciate the opportunity that these social events have 
given the Olivet ministers to do outreach to share useful and practical ideas with everyone who 
chooses to attend these social events. I believe that everyone who attends these events comes away 
with life-enriching and sensible spiritual ideas based on New Church doctrine. Thank you to Rev. 
Michael Cowley and Rev. Jared Buss (and before this Rev. Jim Cooper and Rev. Brian Smith) for their skill 
in presenting New Church ideas in ways that are easy to make sense of and relatable to people both 
inside and outside of the New Church.  

 

 

 
A New Church Camp for Teens  

 

Please join us Sunday, July 1 ï Saturday, July 7, 2018  
Held at the Ecology Retreat Centre  Mono, Ontario . 

(f or tee ns who have completed at least G rade 8 and those in high school)   
 

Theme: The Power of Words  
 

For a registration form or more information please contact Stephanie Kuhl, Camp Director  
Email: stephkuhl@live.ca or Phone: (519) 895-1891 

 
 

MAPLE LEAF ACADEMY — SERVING THE YOUTH OF THE GENERAL CHURCH SINCE 1969, SPONSORED BY THE 

GENERAL CHURCH IN CANADA 
STAFFED BY EXPERIENCED VOLUNTEERS 

 

CAMP FEES 

Full cost of  camp  $650 
GCIC Grant  -$360 

Regular Camper Fee  $290  
Early Bird*   $265  
Junior Staff**  $200 

 

Full payment is requested by June 10th. 
A deposit of  at least $50 is required with 

registration. ($5.00 non-refundable) 
 

*Early Bird  fee is available to those who register and 
send in full payment by May 1, 2018. 
 

**Junior Staff must have completed Grade 12 
and attended Maple at least once before. Junior 
staff  campers are expected to hold a leadership 
role and participate in specific camp activities 
 

Financial assistance is available. Please apply 
early as funds are limited. Direct your requests to 
the Camp Director. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

~ Olivet New Church and Olivet School ~ 
~ May 2018 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  

7p Closed AA 
Mtg 

2  

3p Broader 
Horizons (to 
May 30) 

3  

6:30p Beaver 
Scouts 

8:30p Open AA 
Mtg 

4  

GCIC Teen 
Weekend Sarver 
PA 

8p Hunger for 
Healing NA 

5  

GCIC Teen 
Weekend Sarver 
PA 

6  

GCIC Teen 
Weekend Sarver 
PA 

10:30a Worship 
(MKC) 

7  

7p Yoga Class - 
all welcome! 

7p Pastor's 
Council 

8  

7p Closed AA 
Mtg 

9  

3p Broader 
Horizons (to 
May 30) 

10  

8:30a 
Kindergarten 
Field Trip 

10a Arcana 
class (Manse) 

6:30p Beaver 
Scouts 

7p AA Business 
mtg 

8:30p Open AA 
Mtg 

11  

7p Sonsô 

8p Hunger for 
Healing NA 

12  

7p Ladies Craft 
Night 

13 Mother's Day 

10:30a Worship 
(MKC) 

12p Mother's 
Day Potluck 

14  

7p Yoga Class - 
all welcome! 

7p Olivet Board 
Meeting 

15  

7p Closed AA 
Mtg 

16  

3p Broader 
Horizons (to 
May 30) 

6:15p Music 
Night 

17  

6:30p Kipling 
Group AA 40th 
Anniversary (set 
up) 

8:30p Open AA 
Mtg 

18  

Chatterbox 
Deadline 

End of QSP 
Campaign 

8p Hunger for 
Healing NA 

19  
 

20 

10:30a Worship 
(MKC) 

21 Victoria Day 

Victoria Day 
Holiday 

22  

7p Closed AA 
Mtg 

23  

3p Broader 
Horizons (to 
May 30) 

6:30p Social 
Supper & 
Doctrinal Class 
(JJB) 

24  

10a Arcana 
class (Manse) 

6:30p Beaver 
Scouts 

8:30p Open AA 
Mtg 

25  

8p Hunger for 
Healing NA 

26  

8:30a "Begin A 
New Life" 
Workshop 

7p Young 
People's Social 

27  

10:30a Worship 
(Mark 
Pendleton) 

12p Middle 
School and High 
School Classes 

28  
 

29  

Canadian 
Achievement 
Tests (until June 
8) 

7p Closed AA 
Mtg 

30  

Canadian 
Achievement 
Tests (until June 
8) 

3p Broader 
Horizons (to 
May 30) 

31  

Canadian 
Achievement 
Tests (until June 
8) 

6:30p Beaver 
Scouts 

8:30p Open AA 
Mtg 

Notes: 



 

   

 
Supper Volunteer Schedule 

Date Cooks Dishwashers 

May 13 – 
Potluck Lunch 

***Names removed for privacy reasons.  Please contact the office 
for a full copy of the Chatterbox*** 

 

May 23 – Social 
Supper 

 

 
Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

If you are not able to come on your scheduled day, please find a sub 

 

Date Usher Chancel Organist Sunday 
School 1 

(PK-1) 

Sunday 
School 

2 
Gr2-4) 

JOY 
(Gr5-

8) 

Greeters Refresh-
ments 

Flowers 

May 6 

Teen Wknd in 
Sarver 

***Names removed for privacy reasons.  Please contact the office for a full copy of the 
Chatterbox*** 

 
May 13 Mother’s 

Day Potluck 

May 20 Long 
Weekend 

May 27 

June 3 

 

Olivet Church, 279 Burnhamthorpe Rd, Toronto, ON, M9B 1Z6 ..................................................................416-239-3054 
Olivet Church email address: contact@olivetnewchurch.org ...............................................................FAX 416-239-4935 
Pastor, Michael Cowley.................................................................................................................................647-883-3754 
Assistant to the Pastor, Jared Buss............................................................................. .................................647-677-2600 
Chatterbox Editor, Claire Hurdé...................................................................................................................647-203-5875 
Visitors to Olivet, Mieke Braam... ..................................................................................................................416-232-1476 
Rides to church, Karen Cooper.....................................................................................................................416-236-0841 

May Anniversaries 

***Names removed for privacy reasons.  Please contact the office for a full copy of the 
Chatterbox*** 
 

Love truly conjugial is from the Lord alone. — AE 983:2  

mailto:contact@olivetnewchurch.org

